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Public Health Achievements 
of This Century

• Vaccinations

• Motor vehicle safety

• Safer workplaces

• Control of infectious 
diseases

• Decline in deaths from 
coronary heart disease 
and stroke

• Safer, healthier food

• Healthier mothers and 
babies

• Family planning

• Fluoridation of drinking 
water

• Recognition of tobacco as a 
hazard



Public Health in Ohio

1900s … Leading causes of death are 
pneumonia, TB, and gastrointestinal illness

1917 … Hughes Bill created ODH

1918 … Spanish Flu kills 50 million people 
worldwide and 675,000 in the U.S.

1919 … Hughes-Griswold Act requires all existing 
health units to combine into 88 general health 
districts – one for each county in Ohio



Health Disparities
Access and Outcomes

• Infant Mortality

• Cancer Screening and Management

• Cardiovascular Disease

• Diabetes

• HIV Infection / AIDS

• Immunizations



Public Health Partnerships with
Health Systems

Collaborative relationships where public health 
agencies and healthcare organizations work 
together on shared goals to improve community 
health outcomes.

How do you do that? 



Health System and Public Health 
Shared Goals

• Data sharing

• Coordinate quality improvement efforts 

• Increase access to care

• Address social determinants of health







Leading causes of death in 2024

1. Heart disease: 683,037
2. Cancer: 619,812
3. Unintentional injury: 196,488
4. Stroke: 166,783
5. Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 145,612
6. Alzheimer’s disease: 116,016
7. Diabetes: 94,382
8. Kidney disease: 55,070
9. Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis: 52,259
10. Suicide: 48,683



What are Health System Priorities?

1. Balance mix of services, personnel, and 
revenue (and competition)

2. Meet accreditation and quality requirements

3. Connect with the community and population 
health

4. Avoid the health department



Talk in Good Times

• Create and foster clinical relationships with 
hospital infectious disease and infection 
preventionists

• Share and receive information 

• Clinical “summits” with local experts and 
other health departments

• Transparent communication and stakeholder 
engagement. 



Find a Reason to Talk

• Open communication and frequent 
engagement with all partners builds trust.

• Sharing and analyzing health data is necessary 
for population health management. 

• Information to share with Board





Academic Partnerships

• Graduate Medical Education

• Undergraduate Medical Education

• Nursing Schools

• High Schools

• Career Technical Schools



Graduate Medical Education

• Medicare provides direct payments for 
training costs (DME) and indirect payments to 
compensate for the higher costs of operating 
teaching hospitals (IME)

• Based on a “cost report” formula based on the 
hospital “cap” and number of full-time 
equivalent residents, and time at site

• 41 ACGME accredited institutions in Ohio 



Family Medicine Participating Sites 
(total 3,287 from 817 programs)



Internal Medicine Participating Sites 
(total 2,168 from 688 programs)







Undergraduate Medical Education

• There 
are eight medical 
schools in Ohio with 
4,000 medical 
students

• Public Health 
Pathways for Medical 
Students





High School Students

• Medical Explorers

• Career Technical Schools



Role of Medical Director

• Maintain relationships with colleagues 

• Understand priorities and challenges of 
hospital partners

• Potentially serve as faculty (or just occasional 
speaker)

• Create opportunities to collaborate



Infection Control Call with 
Public Health

• Weekly virtual “meeting” with health 
departments and health systems

• Value in the email distribution list

• Thursdays (12:30 – 1:00 pm)





Public Health Partnerships
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