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Data and Statistics
• Blood lead testing data for Ohio children from 2016 to 

present can be found in ODH’s Public Health Data 
Warehouse. These data are updated daily.

http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBrowser/Browse/LeadData
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBrowser/Browse/LeadData


Ohio Lead Hazardous Properties
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBro

wser/Browse/LeadHazardousProperties

• A list of hazardous properties in 
Ohio whose owners have 
refused to comply with an order 
from the Ohio Department of 
Health or its delegated local 
board of health to correct 
known lead hazards is 
available.

http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBrowser/Browse/LeadHazardousProperties
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBrowser/Browse/LeadHazardousProperties
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataBrowser/Browse/LeadHazardousProperties


Lead-Safe Rental Registry
• The Ohio Department of Health 

works with the Ohio Housing 
Finance Agency to help renters 
locate lead safe housing in Ohio. 

• The Ohio Housing Locator is a free, 
statewide service for rental housing. 

• This website helps Ohioans search 
for units that are affordable, 
accessible, available to seniors, lead 
safe, and more.

• www.ohiohousinglocator.org



Lead Exposed Children

• Children are screened at ages 1 and 2.
• Venous draw (considered confirmatory).

• Labs send their results to ODH within seven days of the child’s test.
• Focused on kids under 6 years of age.

• Referral is generated.
• Child with 3.5 to <10µg/dL result (pending OAC rule changes).
• Child with 10µg/dL or greater test result.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Currently, we provide services for kids who test at 5ug/dL or higher but we’re working on rule changes so that we can offer those same services to kids who test as low as 3.5ug/dL.  We’ll talk more about the specific services in a moment.



Lead Exposure Questionnaire

• Used for elevated blood lead level cases (3.5 to <10µg/dL test results) 
and lead poisoned child cases (10µg/dL or greater test results).

• Looks at various possible sources of lead exposure.
• Residence, childcare facility, school, other homes >6 hours/week.
• Hobbies, jobs, cultural practices, imported food or spices, old toys, 

antiques. 
• Child’s behavior (ingest non-food items, thumb sucker).
• Home location (near potential lead source: industry, major roadway, 

construction site).
• Medical and developmental questions (ODH can make a referral to 

other programs for further assistance).



More on the Questionnaire

• Onsite or phone interview with the child’s parent/guardian.
• Based on contact info provided by the lab. 
• May need to contact doctor, WIC, Healthchek Coordinator for a working 

phone number or current address.
• May need to send letters to parent/guardian to get a response.
• Texting families sometimes gets an immediate response.
• For 10+ cases, if questionnaire isn’t completed, no onsite testing can occur.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The questionnaire can only be administered with the child’s parent/guardian, not mom’s boyfriend, grandma who’s not also a guardian, etc.  (due to patient privacy laws HIPPA)



More on the Questionnaire (cont’d)

• This information guides ODH and delegated authorities as 
to the possible contributing sources of a child’s lead 
exposure.

• Establishes jurisdiction for onsite testing.

• May need to focus on non-property source instead.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The information provided about frequented residences, childcare facilities, or schools establishes jurisdiction to allow the investigator to go and test one or more of these properties at which the child spent time or resided. Sometimes, we’ll find that the child doesn’t spend time or reside in a pre-1978 dwelling, so we’ll look to other possible sources of exposure instead, what we call non-property sources.



Elevated Blood Lead Level Referrals

• 3.5 to <10µg/dL results.
• Cases in this range are known as elevated blood lead level cases.
• Anyone can complete the questionnaire at this blood lead level range.

• Case Manager, Public Health Lead Investigator, or other health department employee.
  

•   Provide recommendations, education, grant options, tax 
abatement credit information.

•   Provide family with Elevated Blood Lead Level Summary 
Report.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Goal is to educate families and give them resources to prevent the child’s blood lead level from reaching 10µg/dL or greater



Lead Poisoned Child Referrals

• 10µg/dL or greater results.
• Cases in this range are known as lead poisoned child cases. 
• Childhood Lead Exposure Questionnaire.
• Onsite Lead Inspection/Risk Assessment (LIRA).
• Public Health Lead Investigator will respond to these cases.



Public Health Lead Investigators

• Must be a licensed Lead Risk Assessor and an 
Environmental Health Specialist (EHS or EHSIT).

• Four investigators at ODH.
• Lead investigations twice per week.
• 83 of 88 counties (remaining counties are covered by 

delegated authorities).



Hobbies and Occupations

• Battery factories.
• Oil and gas industry.
• Making lead fishing sinkers.
• Reloading bullets.
• Industrial painting.
• Renovating pre-1978 homes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The concern with lead-related jobs and hobbies is “take home lead” where the parent/guardian brings home lead dust on their clothing/hair/skin and then interacts with the child before changing clothes or taking a shower.  The child comes in contact with the lead dust and ingests it through hand-to-mouth behavior.   We tell parents to change their clothes and shower prior to interacting with their child.  Those potentially lead-contaminated clothes should be washed separately from the family’



Lead Based Paint Inspection and Lead 
Risk Assessment

• Thorough testing of painted, stained, varnished surfaces.
• Walls, baseboards, floors, doors, windows, siding, porch 

components, etc.
• Environmental sampling- dust, soil, water, paint chips.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the homes, childcare facilities, or the rare school that we might test, we perform a combination paint inspection/risk assessment.



Lead Hazard Control Order

• Issued on lead-based paint hazards, dust, soil, and paint 
chip hazards.

• 90-day compliance period.
• Work must be performed by a licensed lead abatement 

contractor.
• Owner-occupied exemption.

• Criteria must be met first.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on the lead hazards we identify at a property, the Director of Health will issue an Order to Control Lead Hazards.******Deteriorated, lead-based paint (1.0mg/cm2)Lead dust on sills (100ug/cm2) and floors (10ug/cm2)Lead soil in play areas (400ppm) and non-play areas (1200ppm)Paint chips (0.5%weight)No order on water hazard (15ppb)Pipes or water source?



Compliance Options

• Enroll in a grant program.
• HUD, SCHIP, Middle Income, or local grant.

• Pay out of pocket for lead hazard control work.
• Lead abatement tax credit.

• Up to $10,000 credit for a property owner.  

• Owner-occupied exemption.
• Criteria must be met first.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Benefits of grant enrollment: Grant can pay for some or all the lead hazard control work, depending on the extent of the hazards, work will be done by a licensed lead abatement contractor, Owner-occupied exemption criteria: no lead poisoned child in the home, single-family, free-standing residence, only the owners can do the work themselves (no neighbor, sibling, general contractor, or other unlicensed person can assist)



Compliance Process

• Owner can request up to three, 3-month extensions.
• Demonstrated progress toward compliance.
• Measures taken to protect child from further lead exposure, decreasing 

blood lead level.

• Ultimate goal is a passing clearance examination and 
compliance with lead order.

• Notice of Compliance issuance.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the lead order’s issuance, the ultimate goal is achieving a passing clearance exam followed by the issuance of a Notice of Compliance.  This Notice lifts the Order to Control Lead Hazards and essentially closes the case.  Occasionally, when all efforts have been exhausted with the owner to help meet the lead order’s requirements, a Notice of Noncompliance/Order to Vacate has to be issued.  However, this has been a useful tool at times to motivate an owner to comply with the lead order.  



Owner Non-Compliance

• Owner does not comply within one year, not enrolled in a 
grant.

• Child’s blood lead level is increasing.
• Owner expresses no desire to comply with lead hazard 

control order.
• Issuance of Notice of Non-compliance/Order to Vacate to 

property owner.



Notice of Non-compliance/
Order to Vacate

• No one can reside in property.
• Property cannot be used as a residential unit, childcare 

facility, or school.
• Property will be placarded.
• Compliance can still be achieved (ultimate goal).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LAST SLIDE!!



SCHIP Project

• Request $10 million over 2 years for two specific projects
• Project 1 – Lead Abatement Activities
• Project 2 – Lead-Safe Rental Registry
• Required legislation approval for match funding and 

language for rental registry
• Approved in the state budget bill



Project 1 – Phase 1

• Conduct lead hazard control 
• A statewide project – all 88 counties 

included
• Target properties with lead hazard 

control orders



Eligibility

• Property must be built before 1978.
• A child under 19 years of age or pregnant woman 

enrolled in Medicaid must reside in or visit the property 
6 hours per week or more.

• Property taxes must be paid or a payment plan in place.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Owner contribution will be 50% for rental properties where the income exceeds 206%; owner occupants will contribute 10% of the total cost of the lead abatement



Lead Abatement Activities

• Lead-based paint, dust, and soil remediation 
including door and window treatments and 
replacement, floor treatments, paint removal, paint 
stabilization/repainting, encapsulation, enclosure, 
specialized cleaning, soil replacement or covering. 

• When water is identified as a possible source of lead 
exposure a faucet water filter rated to effectively to 
remove lead will be provided.

20



Lead Safe Rental Registry
• Voluntary for rental property owners
• Properties eligible for registration

• Built after 1978
• Built before 1978 

• Lead inspection conducted by a lead inspector or lead risk assessor shows no 
lead-based paint

• Subject to a lead hazard control order with a passing clearance examination 
conducted within the past year (required)

• Completion of the prescribed visual assessment, rental maintenance practices 
and passage of a cleaning verification



HUD Grant #5
• Cover 31 counties across the state
• $5.7 million received
• $700,000 for healthy homes repairs
• Property must be built before 1978
• A child under 6 years of age must reside or visit the 

property more than 6 hours per week 
• Unit is qualified based on the resident’s income 80% 

of the Area Median Income (AMI)



Lead Safe Housing Fund

• Funding provided through competitive solicitation
• 16 communities identified for 24/25 funding
• Primary Prevention Activities

• Physician Education
• Lead Hazard Control
• Workforce Development
• Lead Safe renovation
• Testing pilot program 



Lead Safe Ohio Funding 

• $150 million in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding 
provided to the Ohio Department of Development

• $100 million – Construction activities
• $22.5 million – Workforce Development
• $20 million – ODH set-aside
• $4.5 million – Contractor Liaisons
• Other administrative costs
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