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CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Shaping Public Health Practice in the 21st Century 

Overall conference objective: To update Ohio’s public health professionals on current and potential future challenges to the 

practice of public health in the 21st century, including workforce trends, climate change, changing population demographics, and 

changing public and political expectations and support. 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 

4:00 - 7:00 PM Registration      

5:30 - 6:45 PM Opening Night Reception     

5:45 - 7:00 PM AOHC Board Meeting     

7:00 - 8:30 PM   Epidemiology and Emergency Response Night:  

2022 Central Ohio Measles Outbreak - Elizabeth Tiller, PA-C, MPH, CIC, Epidemic Intelligence Service 
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, at Columbus Public Health  

Public Health Response to East Palestine Train Derailment - Wes Vins, DPA, REHS, Health Commissioner, 
and Gretchen Nickell, DO, Medical Director, Columbiana County General Health District 

8:30 - 8:45 PM  Evaluation 

8:45 PM Adjourn 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2023 
7:30 AM Registration     

9:00 - 10:10 AM AOHC Business Meeting     
Ballots Open at the end of this session. 

10:10 - 10:15 AM Welcome     
 Melissa Howell, MS, MBA, MPH, RN, REHS, President, AOHC  

10:15 - 10:45 AM Update from the Ohio Department of Health     
Bruce Vanderhoff, MD, MBA, Director of Health, Ohio Department of Health 

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM Supporting the Public Health Workforce in the 21st Century 
Sara Patterson, MSW, Senior Advisor for Strategy and Programs, National Center for State, Tribal, Local, 
and Territorial Public Health Infrastructure and Workforce at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Meeting Ohio’s Workforce Needs in the 21st Century 
Nichole Fifer, PhD, Director, Center for Regional Development, Bowling Green State University; Lauri 
White, Ed.D., Associate Vice Chancellor, Workforce Engagement, Ohio Department of Higher Education  

12:15 - 12:30 PM Break or View Exhibits 

12:30 - 1:15 PM Lunch  
New Health Commissioners Luncheon (Health Commissioners with less than 2 years of experience are 
encouraged to attend)  

 Local Public Health Services Collaborative Board of Managers Meeting/Lunch 

 Medical Directors Luncheon  

1:15 PM - 1:45 PM Break or View Exhibits  
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2023  

1:45 - 3:00 PM Concurrent Sessions  

A. Public Health System Transformation - 

21st Century Learning Community (21C) 

Update 

Reena Chudgar, MPH, Director, Public 

Health Systems and Services; Melissa 

Sever, MPH, Senior Advisor, Public Health 

Systems and Services, Public Health 

Accreditation Board 

B. Best Practices in Ohio’s Opioid Battle- 

Past, Present, and Future  

 Panel: Sara Morman, Violence Injury 

Prevention Section Chief, Ohio 

Department of Health; Mahjida Steffin, 

Supervisor of Overdose Prevention and 

Harm Reduction, Toledo Lucas County 

Health Department; Abby Spears, , 

Executive Director, Scioto Connect 

C. An Environmental Public Health 

Smorgasbord  

W. Gene Phillips, MPH, MBA, REHS, Chief, 

Bureau of Environmental Health & 

Radiation Protection, Ohio Department of 

Health  

3:00 - 3:30 PM Break or View Exhibits 

3:30 - 4:45 PM Concurrent Sessions  

D. Fostering Employees’ Professional 

Development  

Moriah Robins, MPH, Research Officer, de 

Beaumont Foundation 

E. Impacts of Climate Change on Ohioan’s 

Health 

Robyn Wilson, Environmental Health, OSU 

College of Food; Risa R. Pesapane, PhD, 

MS, Assistant Professor, OSU Department 

of Veterinary Preventive Medicine, CVM 

School of Environment and Natural 

Resources, CFAES 

F. The Effect of Agriculture on Harmful 

Algal Blooms  

Laura Johnson, PhD, Director, National 

Center for Water Quality Research, 

Heidelberg University  

MEDICAL DIRECTOR UNIVERSITY 

All Medical Directors are invited to attend  

12:15 - 1:15 PM Lunch and Networking 

1:15 - 2:30 PM Syphilis is Bigger Than Ever! – Clinical 

  Panel Discussion 

Panel: Mary McNeill, MPH, Bureau of HIV/STIs/ Viral 

Hepatitis, Ohio Department Of Health; Charles 

(Chuck) Miller, Bs Ed, Program Manager II, Sexual 

Health Promotion Wellness Services; Todd 

Rademaker, HIV/STD Program Supervisor, Hamilton 

County Public Health; Karla Imbus, PA-C, Physician 

Assistant at Health & Hospital Corp., Marion County 

Health Department  

2:30 - 3:15 PM STD Prevention Communication and 

  Involvement  

Audrey South, PhD, MPP, Director, Sexual Health 

Promotion; Myles Bell, MA, Public Relations Specialist, 

Columbus Public Health 

3:15 - 3:30 PM Break 

3:30 - 4:15 PM Candida Auris Update 

Stephen (Steve) Feagins, MD, MBA, FACP, Medical 

Director, Hamilton County Public Health; James (JP) 

Canner, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer, Laboratory 

Director, Gravity Diagnostics  

4:15– 4:45 PM  Creating Professional Networks as a 

  Medical Director 

Panel: Glen Seaman, MD, Medical Director, Williams 

County Health Department; Erika Sobolewski, DO, 

FAAFP, Medical Director, Summit County Public 

Health; Gerald E. Vallee, MD, Health Commissioner, 

Gallia County General Health District 

4:45 - 5:00 PM  Evaluation 

5:30 - 6:45 PM  President’s Reception 
  (all registrants welcome!) 
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7:00 AM Registration 

7:20—8:50 AM AOHC District Breakfast Concurrent Meetings  

 Northwest District - James Watkins, MPH, REHS (Williams); Northeast District - Krista Wasowski, MPH, 
MSW (Medina); Southeast District - Jack Pepper, REHS (Athens); Southwest District Charles Patterson, 
MPH, REHS (Clark); Central District - Chad Brown, MPH, REHS (Licking) 

9:05  - 10:20 AM  Public Health Implications of Ohio’s Changing Demographics (TED Talks)  
Moderator - Teresa Long MD, MPH, Special Advisor for Community Engagement and Partnerships,  
College of Public Health, The Ohio State University  

 The Aging Population and How It Will Be Changing with the Future 
Ursel McElroy, MPA, Director, Ohio Department of Aging 

 Promoting Understanding and Action for Health Equity in Ohio: The Importance of Community 
Research Partnerships 
Juliana Nemeth PhD, College of Public Health, Health Behavior and Health Promotion, The Ohio State 
University  

 Translating Public Health Data Analytics Into Practice: Examples From Community Health Workers, 
Schools And Local/State PH Partners 
Ayaz Hyder PHD, College of Public Health, Environmental Health Sciences, The Ohio State University  

 Gun Violence: Linking Administrative And Community Data To Reduce Violence And Increase 
Successful Community Intervention 
Gia Barboza-Salerno, JD PhD, College of Public Health, Health Behavior and Health Promotion, The Ohio 
State University  

10:20 - 10:30 AM Break or View Exhibits  

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM The Impact of Trauma and How Increasing Our Capacity to Mourn Supports Healing  
Paige Hector, LMSW, Paige Ahead Healthcare Education & Consulting, LLC  

12:00 - 12:30 PM View Exhibits  

 Ballots Closed  

12:30 - 1:30 PM Lunch and Awards Ceremony 
Business Session  

1:30 - 2:00 PM AOHC Legislative Update  
Melissa Howell, MS, MBA, MPH, RN, REHS, Health Commissioner, Greene County Public Health; Aaron 
Ockerman, BA, President, Ockerman Consulting  

2:00 - 3:30 PM Health Policy Institute of Ohio Update and Dashboard 
Amy Rohling McGee, MSW, President, Health Policy Institute of Ohio  

3:30 - 3:45 PM Evaluation 

3:45 PM Adjourn 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Medical: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the 

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint providership of the University of Cincinnati and the 

Association of Ohio Health Commissioners. The University of Cincinnati is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 

Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  

The University of Cincinnati designates this live activity for a maximum of 13.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™. Physicians should 

claim only the credits commensurate with the extent of their participation.  

The University of Cincinnati is committed to resolving all conflicts of interest issues that could arise as a result of prospective 

faculty members’ relevant relationships with drug or device manufacturers. The University of Cincinnati is committed to 

maintaining only those speakers with financial interest that can be reconciled with the goals and education-al integrity of the CME 

program.  

Nursing: AMA PRA Category Credit™ can be submitted to satisfy the nursing CE contact hours requirements.  

Registered Environmental Health Specialists: Continuing education is being sought for Registered Environmental Health 

Specialists.  

Licensed Dietician: Continuing education is being sought for Licensed Dieticians. 

Certified Health Education Specialists: Continuing education is being sought for Certified Health Education Specialists.  

 

 

 

AOHC gratefully acknowledges the support of the following conference exhibitors and sponsors (confirmed at time of printing): 

AmeriHealth Caritas Ohio—Sponsor 
Burnham & Flower Insurance Group—Sponsor 

Baldwin Wallace University 
KUBRA 

OH Insurance Services Agency, Inc. 
The PublicHealthApp 

Walden and Chamberlain Universities 
Vector Disease Control International (VDCI) 

 
 

 

 

 

AOHC hopes to assure a safe environment for all conference participants.  Masks will be available onsite at the conference.   AOHC 

will continue to follow the recommendations from Franklin County Public Health as indicated.  

COVID-19 ADVISORY 

ACKNOWLEDGE OUR SPONSORS 



AOHC Fall Conference Hotel Information 

*****Room Block Deadline is: August 23, 2023**** 

Conference Hotel:  Embassy Suites 
5100 Upper Metro Place 
Dublin, OH 43017 

Conference Room Rate:  $142 Single/Double occupancy (plus applicable state and local taxes) 

To make reservations: Call 1-800-220-9219 Group Code: AO2  
   or reserve your room through the AOHC/Embassy Suites website. Copy and paste this link into your browser: 
   https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/aohcannualconf23-ao2/  
   
Effective April 9, 2019, Embassy Suites Columbus-Dublin implemented a $10.00 per night parking charge for our overnight guests. For all of our 
group room blocks we will be WAIVING the parking fee. Please note any guest that is not booked directly in the group’s special rate plan code, 
the $10.00 nightly parking fee will apply. All guests checking in to the hotel will receive a nightly parking pass. 

 
EXCITING OPPORTUNITY! Travel assistance is provided by the CDC Workforce Development Grant.  A maximum of $200 per paying 
registrant is available for overnight stay OR mileage.  To receive the hotel grant assistance your room must be booked at the 
Embassy Suite Dublin in the room block by August 23, 2023.  
  
If you are not staying overnight in the hotel provided, mileage reimbursement is available 65.5 cents per mile.  An expense form 
with mileage documentation will need to be submitted to AOHC.  You may obtain the expense form at the registration desk.    
 
DEADLINE FOR ROOM RATE IS MONDAY, AUGUST 23.    

 

Directions to Embassy Suites Columbus-Dublin 
From East: 
Take I-70 West to I-270 North (toward Cleveland) to exit 17A. Go to first light (Frantz Road) and turn right. Take your first right onto Upper Metro 
Place. Hotel will be on your right. 
From West: 
Take I-70 East to I-270 North (toward Cleveland) to exit 17A. Go to first light (Frantz Road) and turn right. Take first right onto Upper Metro Place. 
Hotel will be on your right. 
From South: 
Take I-270 West (toward Dublin) to exit 17A. Go to first light (Frantz Road) and turn right. Take first right onto Upper Metro Place. Hotel will be 
on your right. 
From North: 
Take I-71 South to I-270 West (toward Dublin) to exit 17A. Go to first light (Frantz Road) and turn right. Take first right onto Upper Metro Place. 
Hotel will be on your right. 
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AOHC Fall Conference Registration Information 

****Advance Registration Deadline is September 8, 2023**** 

Participant Information: 

Name (as you want it to appear on badge): ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Licensure/Certification (for CE purposes only):  DO  DVM LD MD  RN  RS  CHES  

Credentials & Title:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Organization Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________________________________           Fax:  ____________________________________________  

Email for registration confirmation:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendee email for evaluation link:  ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Special needs and/or dietary requirements:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fees (circle your choice): 

    Advance      After September 8 and Onsite 
   Member*  Non-Member    Member*  Non-Member 

Full Conference   $200*   $260    $235*   $295 

One Day Only: 

 Thurs  only (9/14)   $110*   $170     $145*   $205 

 Fri only (9/15)   $110*   $170     $145*   $205 

*The Member rate is applicable to all health commissioners and staff of AOHC member health districts, and state agency staff. 

 

 

 

Payment Method: 

Check # _________  made payable to AOHC. 

Purchase Order # _____________ please attach. 

I will attend the Opening Night Reception Wednesday evening:  Yes ____  No ____ 

I will attend Medical Director University (MDU) on Thursday (Medical Directors only please): Yes ____ No ____ 

I will attend New Health Commissioner Lunch on Thursday (New HCs only please):  Yes ____ No ____ 

I will attend the President’s Reception Thursday evening:  Yes ____ No ____ 

Check here if you want to share your contact information with sponsors and exhibitors.    

Please indicate if you have special needs and/or dietary concerns. Please be specific so we can best accommodate your preferences. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Concurrent Sessions: Please make a selection: 

Thursday 1:45-3:00 PM (A-C) Circle first choice:   A B C (not applicable if attending MDU) 

Thursday 3:30-4:45 PM (D-F) Circle first choice:   D E F (not applicable if attending MDU) 

Cancellation Policy: To qualify for a full refund of the registration fees, a written cancellation must be received by AOHC no later than 

September 8, 2023.  

Register online at www.aohc.net or send 

completed registration and payment to: 

AOHC 

110A Northwoods Blvd. 

Columbus, OH 43235 

Fax: (614) 781-9558 

Questions? Call (614) 781-9556 or 

email aohc_2@aohc.net 

AOHC’s tax ID number is 31-0668711 

Total Amount Due: _________________ 


